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The Newsletter of The United Church of Sandwich
“Passionately united to feed all people — body, mind and spirit —
To the glory of God!”

Greetings,

This past week was planned to be a Disney vacation for the " AF - N
family. That trip was sidelined for next year. We did not get to have | Ry =
our big family vacation, but we are intentionally having family time ‘ \
together. We are trying to have the benefits of a vacation while at ®
home; family time, relaxation, fun and games, and making memo-
ries. In reflection of my lost vacation | found a story a pastor wrote
about his childhood vacation. In the story the pastor writes a de-
scription of an experience out west. The pastor writes: “From this
place you can see the lowest point and the highest point of the
continental United States.” It's 1953 and Dad is reading from the
sign at the viewing area located on Dante’s View, Death Valley.
“5,700 feet down at the foot of this mountain is Bad Water, Death
Valley, with an elevation of 282 feet below sea level”.

Simultaneously, Dad, Mom, and myself, lean forward and look cautiously past the sign to
peek over the edge of the parking lot viewing area. Treated logs provide a barrier to the parking
lot and the abyss. Mom instinctively grabs my shirt. Looking down the near vertical mile of the
barren mountainside we see, tiny in the distance, the alkali splotch with the painfully accurate
name, Bad Water. I'm still thinking about that “below sea level” and trying to imagine the Pacific
Ocean suddenly flooding into the valley, splashing spray on us up here on Dante’s View. It
would be so cool.

Dad continues to read; “Looking due west 85 miles can be seen Mt. Whitney rising 14,496
above sea level, the highest point of the continental United States,” And sure enough we see it,
hazy in the distance, the highest point, Mt. Whitney, snow capped and serene above the in-
rushing Pacific Ocean.”

From this spot a person can see the highest reaches of the USA and the lowest depths. As
children of God we often have terrible memories. When we are on our mountaintops it is some-
times easy to forgot the storms of life. We begin to feel invincible and sometimes we even for-
get the need of the presence of God. When we are in the valley we struggle to remember that
there were mountaintops in our lives. We assume the valley will be our permanent home and
we begin to lose hope, as well as, our trust in God.

Occasionally, it is good to reflect while seeing the mountain and the valley simultaneously.
Our past is filled with both and both dwell in our future as well. During the peaks of life, let us
grow our relationship with our Lord in preparation of the valley. During the valleys, let us hold
fast to our joys in surrounding blessings. High or low, you will never be alone. Our God walks
with you and your church walks with you. My prayers and blessings are given to you this

month. | ’

God Bless,

Rev. Tom Bourke




All are welcome to attend United
Church of Sandwich’s outdoor / drive
in worship on Sunday, July 12th at
10:00am, set up in the parking lot.
Please watch the guidelines video
coming out July 1st with Pastor Tom
and a couple of UCS leaders. The vid-
eo may be found on the website, Face-
book page or in the Monday Message.
Any questions may be directed to the
church office. 815-786-9216.
Everyone is looking forward to wor-
shipping together (at a distance)
again!

Online worship will still continue.

7 Outdoor / Drive In
Worship at UCS
Sunday, July 12, 10:00a

CELEBRATE YOUR

FREEDOM

TO WORSHIIP

United Church of Sandwich’s New Website

We invite you to view the new website for contact information and to
learn more about United Church of Sandwich at:
www.unitedchurchsandwich.org

- Find Commumty
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http://www.unitedchurchsandwich.org

~Matthew Bible Study~
BlBLE We’ve begun a Bible study on the book of Matthew, Monday evenings, at 6:45pm,

via Zoom. We're studying the scripture each week and discussing what God is teach-
STU DY ing us in that scripture. Zoom allows us to connect through our computers, our smart
phones, and by calling in on our home phones. If you are interested in joining the
Bible study, please call the church or email pastor Tom at pastortomucs@gmail.com
We have two Zoom Devotionals every week. Wednesday mornings, at 10:15am and Friday evenings, at 7:15pm.
Each devotional lasts about 30 minutes allowing time for sharing prayer concerns, fellowship and a short devo-
tional. Here are instructions for joining us...
+On the Computer through Video Chat:
Click on the link
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/6123355334
When asked, enter the Member ID: 612 335 5334 Password: 2468
oOn your Tablet or Smart Phone:
Go to the App Store on your tablet or Phone and search for 'ZOOM Cloud Meetings'. Download the app.
On the app will be an option to 'JOIN'. When it is time, click on 'Join' and when you are asked for your member
ID, enter: 612 335 5334 Password: 2468
eBy calling on your phone through a conference call:
Call the Number: 408-638-0968
When Prompted for Meeting ID Number, enter: 612 335 5334 and then hit #
When asked for Participant ID, just hit# Password: 2468

Children's Sunday School is now online

4 for a time of devotion and connection. We will Gather on Zoom Sunday,
July 12th, and 26th. All children are invited to join. (We ask parents and /

OR grandparents to assist kids in setting up the online video for Sunday

JNDA 3

N o
H\)Ul. School.) see Zoom instructions above.
,r
i Also catch kids story time with Mrs. Deb on facebook: united church of

" sandwich — 2020 click the links for Activity pages: Ages 3-6 Ages 7+

MISSION OF THE MONTH

St. Vincent DePaul Conference
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church
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What seemingly small act did Jesus

Since the beginning of this specifically say would be rewarded?

year 2020, 25 families in A. Giving a child a toy
need have been helped with : ‘
their rent, and bills. This or-
ganization will begin their
fifth year serving Sandwich
this fall. In addition to financial support,
help with groceries, gas cards, and diapers is
also provided. Their motto is “A hand UP,
not a hand out.”
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B. Giving a lost traveler
directions

C. Giving someone a cup
of cold water

D. Giving a sad person

a hug
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mailto:pastortomucs@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001W6ADA1iKjH7_285qWGeqOp5MJ4czPgxYOhBjvQAeHQr6Cszur41xZxbTUDO7cgYYQHJtku5RKFXlSSa3q-SXAFKlyP3EQS57KEpxlXR0KwATypIKi4ih4RBLBZBP8sygzWleicFH44m9xsh0VmLg-RLk2O1gvt7-&c=DFea9u2nponetl-Kal_LChG678mEn2-iv5IYOvIyXoR3Ce78P6fo5A==&ch=zXZXI
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q8VpRXKXormaKueq6HZzetkI7UtvR2Nd3SUNa7iXFlRbIPL4L-GzNA-cQpzs6pAeFTmRodJdceCQFaq6jEkEH6a4NPgHF-w5xq31VMi2Q0emajZlyf4yzY2INhKI1ZFbxcl3U0MbDsj-OHA91bMR892ukw0tGqWWrJFmNy7DXIlzq3yieCDXH4JmfOWkjXKuIF28-lkJi80=&c=Cdc-TgcBSjytATGyoZKCf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q8VpRXKXormaKueq6HZzetkI7UtvR2Nd3SUNa7iXFlRbIPL4L-GzNA-cQpzs6pAeFTmRodJdceCQFaq6jEkEH6a4NPgHF-w5xq31VMi2Q0emajZlyf4yzY2INhKI1ZFbxcl3U0MbDsj-OHA91bMR892ukw0tGqWWrJFmNy7DXIlzq3yieCDXH4JmfOWkjXKuIF28-lkJi80=&c=Cdc-TgcBSjytATGyoZKCf
file:///C:/Users/Church Admin Office/Downloads/pwb_gospel_bw_20200628.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Church Admin Office/Downloads/cwb_gospel_bw_20200628.pdf

Worship Committee meets Wednesday, July

1st at 6:30pm in the chapel, Zoom or confer-
ence call. Please contact Pastor Tom for
guestions and preference.

Administrative Council will
meet Thursday, July 9th at
6:30pm in the chapel.

chapel or conference call.

Finance Committee meets Wednesday, July
22nd at 6:30pm.

FREE FOOD FOR THE COMMUNITY
July 6, 1-3pm
Sandwich High School
(enter off Lions Rd towards the bus barn)
All surrounding communities are welcome!

For more information visit:
https://www.dekalbgardens.org/

Activities

United Methodist Women

will meet Thursday, July 9th,

9:30 am, in the chapel. All
United women are invited to join.

Meth0d|3t The United Methodist Women

Women is the largest denominational

ITHHOFELOVEINACTION . faith organization for women
with approximately 800,000 members whose mission is
fostering spiritual growth, developing leaders and advo-
cating for justice. Members raise up to $20 million each
year for programs and projects related to women, chil-
dren and youth in the United States and in more than
100 countries around the world.

The Vision of United Methodist Women

Turning faith, hope and love into action on behalf of
women, children and youth around the world.

Celebrating At the Well
United Methodist Women
2020 Day of Spiritual Renewal
Saturday, August 1st - 9am-12pm
A group is gathering as a watch party to livestream the
online event. Please let us know if you would like to join
the watch party or participate at your home with United
Methodist Women in the Northern IL Conference.
Registration Details Coming Soon!

Opesn

@ 1t’s time celebrate with Vivian McMaster fov her
) 90th Birthday!! }

July 18th, 11am ~ 3pm at UCS



https://www.dekalbgardens.org/

UCS mission statement: “We are passionately United
to feed all people-body, mind & spirit-to the Glory of
God. With that being said we want to help our local
neighbors with a free lunch!

July 11, 2020 from 11AM-1PM

This is strictly a drive thru event, with very little contact
being made with the public and all safety guidelines
being adhered to, such as, wearing masks, gloves and
social distancing.

A very simple lunch of a grilled hot dog, bag of chips,
a homemade cookie, and a bottle of water are placed
in a paper lunch bag. We will need lots of homemade
snickerdoodle cookies, so bakers get out your cookie
sheets. The cookies can be made in advance, baked,
and frozen. We will provide the recipe because we
want them all the same. 12 volunteers will be needed
for prep work and serving with various jobs available.
This is an opportunity for our congregation to reach
out to those in need showing them we care. If you can
bake or work, please contact one of us. We will gladly
accept any donation to offset our costs.

To God be the Glory!

Pastor Tom, Sarah, Gwen and Pam

United Church of Sandwich
At home VBS
July 20-24

Featuring Daily Videos
w/ Music,
Bible Stories,
Crafts and
: - Science projects
Each Chl|d receives a FREE personal VBS Kit
when registering on the church website.

www.unitedchurchsandwich.org
Armor up and join in on the FUN!!!

Please consider some volunteer time to help set
up the ‘at home’ VBS kits, spread the word, and
provide general support and help as we reach out
to the families of the community.

We hope your children/grandchildren/ and kids in
your life can join us! Email Pastor Tom to volun-
teer or to ask any questions.

FREE HOT DOG LUNCH
July 11, 11AM ~ 1 PM
Drive-thru @
United Church of Sandwich
512 Lions Rd Sandwich

(across from Sandwich High School)

815-786-9243

unitedchurchsandwich.org

Social Distancing and Safe
Health Practices will be
adhered to.

Please join us as we come
together as a community!

VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL

AN

“Got first place in Bible trivia
by being a Noah't alll”




Monday Message

.4

Monday Message has returned!

Birthday VS ANNIVErsaries kKeep up to date with Postor Toms
weekly email. If you would like to re-
07/02 Pam Anderson ceive this informational email please
07/03 Phyllis Whitehead _ P
07/10 Reid Heinekamp contact the church office,
Kim Henrich 78157/86-9243.
07/11 Zach Gustafson
07/16 Kim Bourke o
Colton Fox Northern Illinois Conference Reporter
Margaret Gustafson ) o ) ]
07/19 Joe Way United Church of Sandwich is a United Methodist
07/20 Bernice Nicholas Church and the connectional nature of our denomi-
07/21 John Kell nation is vital to our identity. Below is a link to the
07/23 William McMahon Northern IL Conference newspaper. Our Newsletter
07/24 Carol Larson will begin to share the news of the UMC with you to
07/26 Noah Hallaron . . .
Ken Young Il give you the opportunity to learn and discover the
07/29 Joshua Bauer events and opportunities of the UMC at large. Please
contact Pastor Tom if you have any questions on any
07/03 Linda & Albert Alvarez topic you read. He would be happy and honored to
07/10 Todd & Jennifer Hallaron connect with you.
Steve & Kelley Mindrup https://files.constantcontact.com/62925eb8001/c458dfc1
07/11 John & Pat Hallaron -d3ad-496¢-8b62-37¢c178f46739.pdf
07/16 Carole & Eddie Forman

Thank you to all who helped
deliver Meals on Wheels in
June. Your help with this mis-
sion was greatly appreciated.

o Wheels The Missions Committee

Meals

If anyone’s birthday or anniversary has been missed
please contact the church office. Thank You

DLVl Please send any joys or

concerns, photos, or in
formational articles to
the church office.

815-786-9216

If you haven't already, please fill out the Members
Information and Interests questionnaire and send it
to the church office. Especially, at this time they
have been very helpful in keeping everyone up to
date and connected.

uly 28th Aug 4th, please con-
tact the church office for assis-
tance information. 815-786-9216

If you would like to be added to the church email prayer list please contact
the church office or Pastor Tom. If you are unable or uncomfortable leaving
your home we have church members who are able to make necessary trips
to pick up basic home and food staples. We want to be in support for you
and know that you are family and are not alone. If you are one able to make
short shopping trips for members, please let Pastor Tom know and you will
be added to the resource list of people to call. Thank You!



https://files.constantcontact.com/62925eb8001/c458dfc1-d3ad-496c-8b62-37c178f46739.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/62925eb8001/c458dfc1-d3ad-496c-8b62-37c178f46739.pdf
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

-America stands on two great Y0015 Devotional ° i il
pillars — faith and morality. orine
Without these, our foundation 6:30 Worship

7:15 Devotional

” Cmte Mtg Online
crumbles. —George Washington DAY
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10:15 Devotional
10:00 Worship ~ Online 9:30 United
Online Methodist
6:45 Matthew Women 7:15 Devotional
Bible Study Online
Online 6:30 Administrative
Council Mtg
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10:15 Devotional 11:00-3:00
9:15 Children’s 6:45 Matthew Online 90th Birthday
Sunday School Bible Study VOI‘};ZI; I]—\[/[oc% {?gr
Online Online 7:15 Devotional i
Online
10:00 Worship ~
Outdoor/Drive In
19 20 21 22 23 24
i 10:15 Devotional
11a At Home VBS A. ine Online
) _— E 11a At Home VBS
10:00 Worship 645 Maith
Outdoor/Drive In ~  p: arew 1a At Home VBS 11 At Home VBS
Bible Study 174 At Home VBS
Online
630 Trustee’s 6.:30 Finance 7:15 Devoti.onal
Board Mtg Cmte Mig Online
26 27 29 30 31
9:15 Children’s 10:15 Devotional
Sunday School Onhne 9:30 NeWSlettel’
Online Assembly

6:45 Matthew
10:00 Worship ~ Bible Study
Outdoor/Drive In Online

7:15 Devotional
Online

Pastor's on
Vacation - Aug 4



This experiment illustrates that
although God is invisible, we can
see his work all around us.

FANTASTIC JOBI!!

Thanks to everyone that helped
make the FREE Hot Dog Lunch a What you need:
huge success! » Drinking

230 meals provided in Drive thru glass
82 meals were delivered to ;‘x'f;m_
organizations in the Sandwich & _{L,C'[”‘
Somonauk communities!! -
What you da:

1. Practicing over a sink,
fill the plass halfway
with warer. 1Then [ress
the index card snugly arop
the glass with one hand.

2. with the other hand, hold
the base of che glass and
carefully flip ic over.

30 Bemowe your hand From
the card. It should stay on
the glass, wichout spilling
the water! The anvisible
airm the glass creates a
sucrion wiclh the card,
preventing the water {rom
sl_jil]ing b lesearch anr
pressuve to learn more.

4. Afier perfecting the ek,
amaxe othoers warch e
Then talk abour how
God. lke the ait in the
glass, 15 unseen bur acre.
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The United Church
of Sandwich

512 E Lions Rd

Sandwich, IL 60548-2147

X

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

THE MESSENGER — JULY 2020

The United Church of Sandwich
512 E Lions Rd, Sandwich, IL 60548-2417
Church: 815- 786-9243
Email: ucssandwich@frontier.com
website: www.unitedchurchsandwich.org

Sunday Schedule
Worship 10:00 am
Adult Sunday School 8:45 am
Children’s Sunday School 9:00 am

Church Office Hours
Monday — Friday
9:00 am—1:00 pm

Pastor: Rev. Tom Bourke
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00 am —1:00 pm
or by appointment
Email: tombourkejr@gmail.com
Mobile: 630-699-2474

Church Staff
Secretary: Donna Reiss
Tuesday-Friday 9:00 am —1:00 pm
Choir and Chimes Director: Kevin Duy
Organist/Pianist: Carol Larson
Ministers and Missionaries: All Members

We are passionately united to feed all people —
body, mind and spirit — to the glory of God!

Leadership Team 2020

Church Council Chair
Recording Secretary
Treasurer

Payroll

Financial Secretary
Finance/Stewardship Chair
Staff/Pastor Parish Relations
Lay Leader

Trustee’s Chair

Annual Conf. Delegate
Missions/Evangelism Chair
Memorial/Endowment Chair
United Methodist Women
United Methodist Men

Fair Stand Chair

Worship & Music Chair
CYM: Joint Youth Coop Rep.

Ken Young
Chris Bagwill
Linda Duy
Pam Nehring
Pat Hallaron
Pam Nehring
Gwen Fox
Sarah Stevens
Matt Olson
Bonnie Miller
Phyllis Whitehead
Carole Strock
Myrtie Warren

Reid Heinekamp
Deb Seymour
Joanna Olson
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